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Samuel led and advised the people of Israel 
according to God’s laws. He would always ask God 
what he should do. When he grew old he appointed 
his sons Joel and Abijah as the new leaders. 



Joel and Abijah ruled from Beersheba but instead of following 
God’s laws they were dishonest and accepted bribes. People 
started complaining about this injustice. So the elders of Israel 
gathered together to met Samuel at Ramah. 



‘You are old and your sons do not follow 
your ways,’ they told Samuel. ‘Give us a 
King just like other nations have.’ Samuel 
was displeased but prayed to the Lord. 
The Lord told him. ‘It is not you they have 
rejected, but they have rejected me as 
their king.’ Samuel warned them of the 
consequences of choosing a King. 



‘A king will take your sons to put them in his army, others will work in his fields 
or as craftsmen for him.  Your daughters will be taken to be his perfumers, 
cooks and bakers. A king will take a tenth of your grain and flocks and you 
will become his slaves. When you cry out to be rescued from the king, the 
Lord will not deliver you.’ The people refused to listen and demanded, ‘Give 
us a king like the other nations have who will lead us and fight our battles’ 



Samuel repeated what the people said to the Lord. The Lord replied, ‘Listen to them and give them a king.’ 



So Samuel said to the Israelites, ‘Everyone go back to your own town.’ 



There was a man from 
the tribe of Benjamin 
called Kish who had a 
son called Saul. Saul was 
a handsome young man 
who was a head taller 
than everyone else. Kish 
had lost his donkeys and 
asked Saul to take a 
servant and search the 
hill country to find them. 



Saul and his servant searched for the missing donkeys but could not find them. 
Saul wanted to return home but his servant suggested, ‘There is a highly 
respected man of God in this town. Perhaps he will tell us what way to take.’



As they went up to the town they met Samuel. He was 
on his way to the High Place where he worshipped God. 



The day before, God had told Samuel, ‘About this time tomorrow 
I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin. Anoint him ruler 
over my people Israel. He will deliver them from the Philistines.’ 



Saul asked Samuel, ‘Can you tell me where the prophet’s house is?’ ‘I am the prophet,’ Samuel replied. Come with me to 
the High Place then eat with me and return home tomorrow. As for the lost donkeys, they have been found. The nation is 
turning to you and your family line. ‘But I am from the smallest tribe and my clan is not important,’ Saul protested. 



Samuel invited Saul and 30 guests to a meal and 
later talked with him on the roof of his house. 



The next morning, as Saul and his servant set off, Samuel asked the 
servant to go on ahead as he had a message from God to give Saul. 



When they were alone,  Samuel took a flask of 
olive oil and poured it on Saul’s head. ‘Has 
not the Lord chosen you to be a ruler over His 
land?’ Samuel asked. He then told Saul of 
three things that would happen to him.



At the Oak tree of Tabor he would meet three men on their way to Bethel who would give 
him two loaves of bread. At Gibeah he would meet a group of prophets worshipping God. 
The Spirit of the Lord would come on Saul with power and he would prophesy with them. At 
Zelzah he would be told by a man that his father’s donkeys had been found. 



These things all happened as Samuel said.  
When he arrived at Gibeah, a procession 
of prophets met him. The Spirit of God 
came powerfully upon him, and he joined 
in their prophesying. ‘What is this that has 
happened to the son of Kish?’ people 
asked, ‘Is Saul now a prophet?’ 



Samuel called the people 
of Israel together. By 
drawing lots, the tribe of 
Benjamin was selected, 
then the clan of Saul then 
Saul himself. But he was 
nowhere to be found. They 
asked the Lord where he 
was and the Lord revealed 
that Saul was hiding among 
the supplies. 



They ran and brought him out. He 
stood a head taller than everyone else. 
Samuel announced, ‘Do you see the 
man the Lord has chosen? There is no- 
one else like him.’  Then the people 
shouted, ‘Long live the king!’Samuel 
explained the rights and duties of 
kingship to everyone and wrote them 
down on a scroll. The people then went 
home but not everyone was pleased. 
Some muttered, ‘How can this man 
help us?’ They despised Saul and 
would not bring him gifts.
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Samuel’s sons turned out no better than Eli’s.

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even 
when he is old he will not depart from it.”
Proverbs 22:6

But Samuel did remember to pray for guidance.
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God points out that the Israelites have been a wayward people 
since Egypt.  The people want a king no matter what the price. 
They wanted to be like the others around them.  

Can you think of a time you wanted to do things like the people 
around you? Even though it might not be what God wanted?

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
Romans 12:2



Saul was chosen to be Israel’s first king.  How did 
the people choose Saul?

How do we choose our church leadership? Should 
we be choosing based on looks? Or maybe 
pressure to choose church leadership to be like a 
denomination? The lack of spiritual qualities in 
Saul will become a problem.  What specific 
spiritual qualities should we be using to choose 
our leaders?

Humility and a dependance on God makes a great 
leader.  We will see Saul lose both of these. 
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